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0o 1 May 1965, at first light, the first helicopters of the company
flew off the port elsvaters of the ship which ®as appreximately 30 wiles
off the coast of Vietnam. They landed on the rirfield at Vung Tau, Republic
of Tietnsm, While the eircraft werse refueled ths crowa talked té those
gatharsd by sbout their experiences on the trip. Then the holico;;tera flaw
directly to Sec Trang, fellowsd by Alr Forcs C-123 aircraflt which nru.d
in the remsinder of the troops znd thelr sgeowpunying carge. . h

tne month was allotted to ths "Winged Warriors" of Sec Trang to pool.

togethor the knowledge of 911 and mske the unit combst ready, Training,

practice, instructions snd briefings were conducted,

On 17 ¥ay 1965, sixteen days aftsr srrival in country, the company
participated on it's first sirmeblile opsration, This teok place about 12
miles Sast of Soc Trang. Fedy counta showed that 265 Viet Ceng had felt
the presence of the new aﬁ‘ation company. The sction indicsted that the
"Winged ﬁarriers" were resdy to toke their plsce in aupporting the Army of
Vietnam in their struggle sgeinst Communist sgpresslon. With a high esprit
de corps ond professionsl knowledge of the men, slong with the knew-how
and lsadersidp of ¥ajor Wayne Dutton, Company mat . 101st Avistion Battalien
continued to gain exporienca, Well within their scheduled training time
emarged a dedicated and well trained aviation company that wss resdy to
serve ocur friends of the Republic of Vietnam,

The Delta becams & femiliur lecation to varicus aviaters and crews.
Hew terms, slang snd phrases wers lsarned and accepted into the sveryday
langusge ef the troops., "RI™, "slick', "dust off¥, "Csand 1", and "serry

S .

"bout that" wers phrases repeatedly heard. URF* although known by other
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torms of endearment to the aviators, was now the maglc word meaning war
and machine mma and close formatiens, Troops of tho Reglonal Forces were
golnp to be airlifted into a landlng mono to participate in combat, The
halicoptars suprorting on "RFM are clascifiod by the Job they do,

' T}'jme ware the "Slicks?, thn "fun echdps", the "Dust Off", and Cormmnd
and Control alse knoun as CxC, The "Slicks" wero troop carr,rim;_ halicorters
arned wlth o I6C machine gun st each reer door. The "gun ship" wad armed
with an dloctro-pneumatic flex kit at sach side, supplemented with Lwo
rocket firing devices Just honeath the flex kit, The "gun shipfs" primery -
mission was to escort and protect the "slicks" during the airr;nbile assoult,

The "Must O was one whose risaion was to evacuate the wounded from
tho fleld of battle to a nearby hoopital, The aircraft was not armed,

Flok vests and chest protectors wore new items of equipment that
were 1ssucd. With imagliation and ingenuity, the user would find other
ways in whlch theee protectors could provide cover for other areas of

thelr anatlomye.



