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Training Progrm

When an avictor wee assigned to Company A, 10lst Aviation Battalicn his
Lirst halicopter ride in Vietnam was with a corpany standardization pilot,

This checx included preflight, starting procedures, snergmcy pocedures and
radio procedures. Tchues snd procedures wed in Vietnan wez:o shown to

the aviator, for they may have been different from what he had 1earned in flight
achool or from past aviation experience. ""

The aviator then flew with an experienced piiot rated as an aircra.f‘c.' N
cormrander for 150 or 200 Lours; thoroughly loarming the aireraft, the Hekong
Delta, the various outposts, formstion flying, end flying on. airmobile operations.

Usuaﬁy for the first 5 hours, the avistor flew on "G & L" mdssions,
learning the terrzin, the towns znd getting a feel for the different and varied
missions bofore he went on his first corbat aszauvlt operation.

At least every thres ponths he again flow with a standsrdizetion pilot
to keep "bmsh_ed up” on his emsrgency procedures, The aviator coxld becore
.an a;rcruft cormender when he had gained above everage proficiency in flying
the aircraft, knowledge of the Mekong Delta, and the various missions he would

perform., He was recomrended by his platoon leader and another aircraft
corwvnder to the Opcrations Officer. He tock a check rdce and il successiul
became an "A/CM,

The "T-Birds" and gunners of all plstoons frequently procticed with their
weapons at designated ranges or "free rones¥, However actual combat escsaults
kKept the men quite proficient,

The training program of Compony A, 10lst Avietion Battalion insured that

all passengers were in safe professional hands whon they flew "Warrior" aireraft,
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