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Only Combat Operations Center could authorize an axtension to a rolease time.
Over all, the Company provided tremendous support to the IV Corps during 1965
through the numerous € % L mizolons itz aircraft flew, '

Administrative Missions:

A fourth category of missions which "The Winged Warrioréﬁ cénducted
was administrative., This category included all these missions ihich‘wara
in support of the Company itself and which contributed to the functiéﬂihg_
of the unit, -

The only regularly acheduled administrative mission was that of the
"Snooper” which was sent up every night to fly around the airfiecld and
drop flares on Viat Cong positions in tgme of a mortar attack. This
policy was started folluwing the mortar attack on tho evening of 7
February 1965 and was continuad thronzhout., From their airborne position
the pilots and crew members wers beffep able to spot the flashes of the
VC mortars and could direct the Marmed ships® to them once thay hacame
alrborne, The "Snooper" responsibility was shared with the "Tigers®

‘who initisted it; each corpany taking a two hour shift each nicht, The
Company also scheduled a stand-by flare ship to be ready to assist the
"Snooper” in case of attack.

Anothor type of administrative mission was the R & R run to Vﬁng
Tau which normally went .every three days when a ship was available, The
people point on R & R flew the ship up and those returning from R & R
flew 1t back often returning by way of Saigon to pick up mall, supplies,
or personnel roing to Soc Trang.

Administrative runs also included courler runs to Can Tho and Salgon

for personnel on company business. A pay run was made regularly each
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month between Saigon and Soc Trang to picz up the Company's payrall,
Ships going to Can Tho or Salgon often carried outgoing PCS porsonnel
as well as these going on emergency leave or cut of the country R & ﬁ.
Returning ships carried replacements coming to the company or other units
at S;c Trang as wall as people returning to duty, They also-cafried mall
not delivered by the Air Force, PX supplies, aircraft parts, éﬁd anything
or anybody elsa needing transpordation to Soc Trang or the Delta, m‘{7+
All of the types of work described above were administrative 3
misslons which halped the company support itgelf and its attached units
as well as the oth-r units at Soc Trang, While tha primary responsibility
for logistlcal and administrative sunport balonged to Amy Caribou units
and the USAR, the Company!s scheduling of its own administrative miszcions
contributed significantly and insured smooth and continuous cperation,

Armed Combat Missions:

The final category of missions performed by members of Co A, 10lst
Aviation Battalion was armed aerial combat., These missions were conducted
by the "T-Birds" armed platoon whose merbers were equipped and trained to
perform a wide variety of armed combat tasks.

Tha "T-Birds" were often called upoen to provide armed escort for VIP
flipghts, "slicks" going into danpgerous areas, V-2 Caribous on LOLEX
missions in dangerous areas, and motor convoys, Anotger type of mission
which foll into this category was lending close tactical fire supnort
agalnst the VC to {riendly units on the ground or a friendly outpost
under attack hy #Charlie". Prequently the "T<Birds” wers on stand-by, After
being alerted there wvas less than a two minute time lapse before thay were

girborne and enroute to the distress area,



