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who directed the procesdings of all alraraft in accordance wlth the dosires
of tha ground commander within the capabilities of the aviation unit (p:‘
units) perticipating. -

Once having been alertod that the Corpany was to swpport a particualar
ground force curing an operation, the Corpany’'s operations aé?tian'began
making plana, scheduling aircraft and crews and making other pfépﬁra?iona.

A briefmr_’ was conducted by the aviation battalion llaison ofi‘ica:; i\mm' : B
the supported unit. He cutlined the area of operation, the detalls of ﬁhefi}];
operation and other matters to the aviation personnel holding key position;;Sf
based on the tactical plan of the ground force commander, Final planning

was then complebed prior to beginning the operation, This included the
preparatlion and distribution of maps and the briefing of all personnel on
matters pertinent to their migsicn, .

At the appointed time certain designated ed..rcraft noved command post
persomel and equipment into position amd other such personnel and equipment
necagsary to support tha operation. Then all aircraft procceded to the
stazing orea and lined up ready to berin when called upon.

Tha G £ C ship picked up the ground force commander, his staff, and
advisors and proceeded to the operatlomal arca at the designated time.
Hormally Alr Force and VHAF prestrikes on the objectlve area had been
pro-arranged and the ground forog commander observed these and changed or
adjusted them as he saw fit. Tha C & C ship orbitod the operationsl area
in a right hand orbilt at 2500 feet MSL, From this position the ground
force co-mander and the aviation mission commnder had a good view of

all that was going on and could diroct their respective elements.
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At an appropriate time the "T-Birds" were called in to make a recon-
naissance of the arsa. They flew over deslgnat~d areas using prestzl:lished
'bact.icnl patterns at low level and reported their findings. Based on the’_ﬁr
reconnaipsance, the comranders were better able to decide where they wanted
the ‘E.roOps to be landed. When a landing zone was plcked, the "armed ships®
mada a thorough reconnaissance of the area, |

In the meantime "Warrior &%, the avlation misslon commnder, had

A
t

notifiad tho "slicka® to pick up the troops and to proceed to a specifi;éd
RP. From there they could be called when wanted and directed to the LZ. .
From the RP the "glicks" wero normally under the dlrectlon of "T-Bird Chief",
the armed platoon leader. He gave "Warrior Lead", the “siick“ formation
leader, instruction as to how to approach the landing zone and landing
in formation, e had one of his ships throw a smoke gronade to mark the
axact location of whore he wanted the lead "slick" to touch down, lls
also gave him irnstructions as to how to depart the landing zona, A%t the
approximate time while the "slicks" were inbound from the RP to the LZ,
the "T=-Birds" went out and "picked them up" providing armed escort for
them,

While on {inal approzch to the LZ the "T-Birde" suppressed if nac-
essary and on come occasions the "slick" door punners were instiucted to
lay dowm suppressive fire to thelr flanks with their machine guns,

Upon touching down in the LZ the troops quickly unloaded and formed
for the agsault of the enemy position or a sweep of a speclflad ares.
Their actions were dictated by the ground force commander in the C & G
ship who had heen ohserving the movément.

The "slicks® were in tha landing zone for an average of seven =sconds
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to unload the troops. n simal from "Warrior Lead" they departed the L2
in forration nccording to their instructions fronm "T-Bird Chief", clirbed
to eltitude, and returned to the staying area to pick up {roops for another
1ift or to refuecl andl standly for another 1ift., The "T-Birds® sta:réd on
statlon to ~lve aerial fire support to tha friendly uniis on the ground.
During the course of an operation one 1ift mizht have been a1 that
" was required or many lifts might have been necessary, Tihls ua:s: déte}rnzined
by the size of the enemy farce, the rnumber of friendly units a.vailahle,'
and whether or not any contact was actunlly made with the Vist Cong, A' .
force was always maintained in reserve in the staging area to act as a o
reaction force.

On an aviation company sized cperation the "armed stiips" were often
employed in fire teams relleving cach other on st -tion, By rotating in this
memor, sistained coverage in the operational area was maintained——ons fire
team mi‘kinn while the other returned to the staging area to raefuel ond
rearma

Ten "slicks" were normally employed in an averzge sized company
cperatlon glvinz the flipght the capability of landing 100 combat troops
in tho landing zone simultanecusly. At tho stazing area they lined up in

| a trail formation and started thelr rachines on signal from "Warrior Lead".
Once having the troops aboard they took off in trall formatizn and quickly
wont into 2 formation of two Vees of five aircraft each designated as

RALPHA"™ f14ght and "BRAVO" flight respectively. It was the responsihility

of the trall adrcraft Yo tell "Warrior Lead", who was in the first alrcraft
In the "ALPHAM £1ipght, when all alrcrafi were caught up and in their

‘ correct positions in the formations At that time®Lesd” discontinued his
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clicbing orblt over the secure stape field ares, increased his air spred,
and proceeded to the RP,
The entire Dight wao conducted in close fomwmtlon giving ¥Warrior
Lead™ positive control over all the aircraft in the [formation and asmr;r-i.nﬁ
that they all would land in the landing zone close together and at the
game tlme, Once in the area of the LZ all alrcraft ware still in- tight for-
matlon for landing thus mini=izing the ground umit leader's diﬁcultyin 7_
grouping 1:is forces and forming them for his intended assault, RN
When taldng off from the landing zone, one of several different .
methode was viilized, The first was a take off in formation on the sarc
heading as the approach and zaining altitude as rapidly as possiblé, still
raintaining the integrity of the formation, Another method was taling off
in formation on the same heading as the approach and gaining altitude as
rapidly as posgible, still maintaining the integrity of the formaticn.
Another method yas taking off to thelfront and making a hard right or

left brealt as soon as all alrceraft had gained translationsl 1ift. This

right or loft turn was often aided by all aircralt msking a partial pedal

turn at a hover before taoke dff. The final method used by the "Warriors®
was a 1200 decres rovargal of the formation in the landing zone and doparting
ot the oprosita hch:.ng from the one used to come In, thus flying cut over
the same terrain the ailrcraft had approached over, This was accamplishocﬂ'--_
by ell of the ships rmaking a 180 degres pedal turn at a hover in the lending
zone and taking ofl with the "BRAVO" (light lead aircraft leading ths forw
ration out, Onece at altitude the "ALPHA" {light passed thg “BRAVOY fiight
onco agaln glving "Warrior Lead" tho foromost position. The 180 degrec

turmn wms practiced and perfected by the "Warrlors' in September and success-

fully utilized from then on, Upon reaching the vicinity of the stags ficld
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"Warrior Lead" would call for the flight to "go trail® and each aireraft
would fall into single file, one belilnd the other for landing.

ATter 011 the initial 14fts were cormploted the "slicks" would stant-
by for possible utilization for resupply of the friendly combat troops on
tho sround, evacuation of dead and/or wounded, or to haul o@ captired
enery prisoners, supplies, or arms and amunition. When ships veroe needed.
for this type of mission "Warrior 6" called "Warrior Lead®, specii‘:,dn,r,;,hqw .
nany ships were needed and where they were to go, The YT=Birdst pmv:.de:d .
arned cscort if necesaary. 8

Finally, on many operations 1t was nocossary to extract the troops
at the ond of the operation., The troops were lined up and' grouped nc-
cording to how many could rlde in an alreraft, and the "alicks" were
brought into the landing zone in trail formtion, After loadinsg them
aboard thoy were then retwrod to the stare fMeld and discharped, Fole
lowing an oitraction all personnel and equipment that had been brought in
for tha CP and logistical support were flowm back to their home stations
and the "Warriors? and "T-Birds" were released for retwrn to "home plate”,

More and more often, tho "Warriors" and "T-Birds® joined forces with
the other aviation cormpanies of the "Delta" Battalion, When more than one
company wa® used in support of an operation, one company was designatod to
conmand the oprration and the other unit or units were atta:ched to it, Tha
corpany wiocse cormanding offlicer was designated as the aviatlon miszlen
commandar had the responsibllity for planning the misslon in accordance
wlth the cround force cowmander's plans and desires, Mt coMpany pro-
vided tho C 7 C ship and was responsible for the actions of all aviatiom

elemonts involveds This responsibility was passed back and forth hetween
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ths 13th Aviatlon Hattalion's four nirmobile companles.

The orocedures followed wero rmeh the sama as those in the corpany
slzed operntion except on a much larrer scale, Fach company had its i
flight of iem "a3licks" and two or morr armed platonns were avallable., In
cases where a company could not provide 2 full compleoment of "51tckg s
the requdred rumber of aircrafi from othsr companies were at.fl.-a.d":ad.to ite
flight. There was no set number of "alicks" required to make up- a THght,
Some.a.r RF'5 had flights of five, elght, or porhaps as marny as fifteen; ‘mﬁﬁ' T
ten was the number ~ogt normally utilized and is a rood guide-—"l.ina f.‘i.r;:uré; ; |

Each "slick"™ {l1ight was directed to its intended landing zone and
often the same LZ was used for all f1lights on a given 1ii‘t.' Cn subsoquent
1ifts the same LZ or an entlrely different ona right have been utilized by
ona or all f1ipghts,

The armed platoons often relleved each other on station in the some
manier as the fire tesms on a company sized oparalion. Each armed platoon
may have worked as a platoon or may have bern broken down into fire teams
- and asslmed g particular aren to work,

Due to the fuel limitations of tha TI-lD aireraft it waz often ndvisable
to have an alteraatire C & C ship to take over while the primury C ¢ C ship
had to pull off station to refuel, The change over was planned to take
place vhen it would not disrupt the conduct of thie operation at a crit-
ical moment, The alternate C & € ship was normally flowm by another
corpary cowander andhls cperations officor who were equally familiar with
procedures and plans and had followed developments carefully.

Tho maintenance aireraft and "Dust OFf" aircraft rerained airborne at
such times as their assistanco might be nceded on a moments notice, This

position during an assault wms normally eorbiting the operational areas at a



