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ANNEX A

The Mekong Dalita

The Mekonp Pelts is the scuthern portion of Seuth Vietnam, and ine-
ludﬁs‘sll of the country that is to the seuthwest of Salgen, It is bord.
ersd oa the southeast by the Scuth China Ses, on the ¥ast by— the Gulf of
Siam, and on the nerthwest by Combodis, The Delta area is apﬁrciimntaly
179 miles long on a northeast southwest line snd vardes in width ffcﬁﬁgﬁl;
rllas o 20 miles as it tepers to a point at its southernmost axtramit}. :

The Delta is an almest flat stretch of land having a mean elevaetion
of lsss then 20 fest, Much of 1ts shere line has a narrow atrip of danse
foliage and trees extanding in places as much as three to fuur miles inland.
Other shore lina areas are cheracterized by swamps and marshes,

Inlmd, there »re large rice fialds which cover almost the entire
countrysida, Xumerous cansls, streams and rivers wark the countrysi{de and
along these streama and rivers are trese lines, small villages and hamlsts,

There &re few ronds; hewaver the intricats netwerk of canels end rivers
link everything togsther, and the "sampan” is the primary vehicle for sur-

face transportation sutoide of the larger cities,

The Mekony Delta is transversed by two major rivers, the Bassac and
the Kekong. The Bassac is the more zouthern of the two and 1t flows down
frem Laos through Cembodia and enters Vietnam Just nerth of Chau Dec flowing
southeastward, raoat Long Xuysn, Can Tho and emptiss into the South China
Sea, These are major cities in the Delta, sharing in importance with Sadec,
Vinh Long, and My Tho, lecated on ths Mekong River which runs generally

parallel and is lecated to the nerthesst of the Dassso River. Rach Odea is
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located on the West cosst. Ca Mau 1s located toward the southern tip of
the country and Sec Trang 18 lecated just south of the LIassac River near
the Southeastern cosst line, Bac Lieu, Tra Vinh, Vi Thanh, Ben Tru;';nd
Ga.ngg are other important cities, The Mekong River divides inte three
branches just southeast of 3sisc near Vinh Lang. Fach brancﬁ, like tha
main parts of the two rivers ;;ntnins numercus small ialgndﬁ.'-

Puring the monscon svasen, the rivers, streams, canals and the”fipq&gé
rice puddies glva the imprssaion from the air that the country is unde;i_ ;{
water, During the dry season, (which lasts from December through May) th;p"l
rice paddies and the smaller stresms and cansls dry upe.

The Mekong Delta is a rice growing regien which produces over two
thirds of tho foed in the Rspublic of Vietnam. It contains over half of
the country's population, It is an area rich in natural rescurces and ia
very impertant to the Vietnamese peopls, This was the cpsrating territory

of Company A, 10lst Aviation Battslion -- "Ths Winged Warriors”
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